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Abstract

This article aims at studying the meanings and process of
constructing spoken referendum discourse by General Prayuth Chan—ocha,
the Prime Minister via the Return of Happiness TV Program by Nation
Council for Peace and Order (NCPO). Qualitative content analysis is
employed to analyze the program, together with an in-depth interview
using Norman Fairclough’s concepts of critical discourse analysis, discourse,
critical semiology, and mass media authoritarianism. The findings showed
that the meaning of referendum was not only constructed to denote more
than the acceptance of draft of the constitution but also implying the
country’s future after this referendum campaign.

In the aspect of the process of discourse construction during the
referendum campaign, the results showed that the Return of Happiness
TV Program did not raise public awareness among broad audience.
However, it was a starting point for the meaning to be reproduced by state
personnel and personal media under in authoritarian context, which linked
power as if the authorities established effective communication by

themselves.
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Abstract

The objective of this qualitative research entitled “The Roles of
Public Media in Negotiating Meaning for Prisoners” is to study the program
contents of public media in negotiating meaning for the prisoners. The
study was conducted by using content analysis to analyze two Thai PBS
programs about the issues of prisoners broadcasted during 2013-2015
including the documentary program “Perd Dan Chee Vit” and the series
of short film program “Chee Vit Tee Took Leum.” The concepts of
narrative components and hegemony negotiation were employed to
analyze the two programs. On one hand, the findings showed that there
was re-creation of negotiating meaning for prisoners in public media’s
programs about prisoners; for example, prisoner was defined as “a person
with potential”, “a ¢ood person”, “a grateful person”, “an assiduous
person”, “a penitent person”, and “a family man.” On the other hand,
the programs also reproduced the traditional definition of the term by
using narrative structure and ideological practice; for example, a prisoner
was defined as “a person lacking of freedom” and “a dangerous criminal.”
In terms of proportion of the programs’ content, the most frequently
found content was about negotiating or recreating meaning of the term
“prisoner,” and this led to greater acceptance of a prisoner rather than
labelling a prisoner with bias. Moreover, it could make people understand
and accept that prisoners achieved human equality as people in society,
and they should be given a chance of redemption to live peacefully with

others as ordinary people in the society.
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